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Parish Hall Trustees – Chairman's Report Winter 2019/Spring 2020
In December we hosted the Winter Solstice; children's disco and then carol singing with
the Worcester Male Voice choir, all sustained by pulled pork rolls, mince pies and mulled
wine! With one brave Trustee offering to open the Coffee Shop on Christmas Day
lunchtime, the place was packed and had a lovely atmosphere, as was also true of the New
Years eve event run by the Littleworth locals We then moved into panto season oh no
o didn oh es e did with the Norton Theatre Group's 31st production, 'Goldilocks
and the Three Bears'. Critically acclaimed in the Evening News, the age range on stage was
from 5 to 75, and long may it continue as an inclusive community event. We've also had a
well-attended Cocktail Making evening, which I would say more about, but it's all a bit
hazy I m sure the photos are online somewhere
For those of you that are regulars in the Coffee Shop, you will have noticed the collection
barrel on the bar. We change the beneficiary every two months, supporting a charity
personal to one of the Trustees, or volunteer, or just something local. I'm pleased to say
that the last charity to benefit, Young Epilepsy https://www.youngepilepsy.org.uk/, which
is personal to one of the Trustees, received £72 from the loose change that people using
the bar put in there. We are a charity ourselves, but as a group of Trustees we're also keen
to support other charities when we can. The next beneficiary of the collection barrel will
be St Richards hospice, which may seem a little predictable, but nonetheless worthy, and
personalised to a regular/volunteer whose wife has received outstanding support from
them and is running the London Marathon to raise funds.
Having previously said that we are always on the lookout for our next project, our next
project found us! Having addressed the heating (new boiler), the open sewer in the toilets
(complete refurbishment), electrical issues (system mapping and PAT testing) and a
broken coffee machine (new coffee machine), we thought we were on top of things, but
we hadn't counted on hot water issues, and once we'd asked someone to take a look,
there was more than we'd bargained for. With a series of circa 1974 water tanks in the
loft being heated by an immersion heater arrangement, not only were we grossly
inefficient, but also way short of modern-day standards. So, having removed the hot water
tank arrangement, connected all the hot water to the new boiler and spent circa £4,500 in
the process, we think that's another one we can tick off the list. Next, the continuation
towards LED lighting throughout We also have as yet unfulfilled Planning Permission to

alter the main entrance to the Hall, re-do the entrance canopy and install bi-fold doors on
the Coffee Shop; thankfully the Coffee Shop continues to bring in much needed funds. We
also need to thank the Parish Council, who continue to be an engaged and supportive
landlord and are partnering us in the Legacy Grant Applications currently going forward.
Looking ahead, we have a Pop-up Caribbean Restaurant planned for 29 February (threecourse meal and a free rum-punch for £20pp), a James Bond themed Casino Night on
Saturday 28 March, and a 1940's Street Party on Friday 8 May, the re-scheduled early
May Bank Holiday to mark VE Day, in partnership with the Littleworth Royal British
Legion. And back by popular demand, we are also beginning to plan the Summer Solstice
on Saturday 20 June.
Everything we do is achieved through the selflessness of the Trustees and the good-will of
volunteers, and despite the time and effort required for both roles, I'm pleased to
welcome three new Trustees, and additional volunteers. Without them we would not
achieve all that we do, and we wouldn't be able to plan for future events. The Trustees
and volunteers are an eclectic bunch, all of whom share a strong community spirit, bring
their individual strengths to the group, and readily acknowledge that there's no such thing
as a stupid idea. If you would like to become involved in some way, please pop into the
Coffee Shop and leave your details or contact Ally the Hall Manager on 07714673915.
Kevin Fincher
Chairman Parish Hall Trustees

Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish Council
2020 Meeting Dates
23rd January, 27th February, 26th March, 30th April,
21st May (Annual Parish Council Meeting),
25th June, 16th July,
24th September, 22nd October and 26th November.
Annual Parish Meeting: 6th May

Report from Nigel Huddleston M.P.
We had a strange run-up to Christmas in the world of politics and I spent most of
November and early December away from Westminster, delivering leaflets,
canvassing and holding meetings across the constituency instead. It was the first
December General Elec on for nearly 100 years and over 70% of locally registered
voters battled the weather and turned out to vote. I am particularly grateful for all
those who ventured out in the miserable weather and am delighted to have been reelected with an increased majority.
I took the opportunity to again visit every single ward in the constituency and had
many useful and friendly encounters on doorsteps, in pubs and in the streets. I was
delighted to see a strong turnout at the various events in village halls around the
constituency which included Honeybourne, Hartlebury, Peopleton, Crowle and
Broadway Hall.
Following the whirlwind of the Elec on period, which already seems a long me ago,
we returned to Westminster for a crammed week just before Christmas. We had the
State Opening of Parliament and of course the Queen's Speech. The Queen's Speech
typically sets out the aims of Parliament and the Government's agenda for the
future session. After the General Elec on and the consequent strong Conservative
majority, I was pleased to hear the Government focusing on the areas which I know
really matter to my constituents.
The Speech was an opportunity to make it quite clear that investment in the NHS is a
top priority. I have been contacted by many constituents throughout my me as an
MP about local hospitals and I know and appreciate they, and others in the country,
have been under considerable strain in recent years. With the cash boost of £33
billion, this Government is looking to change our health services for the better and
as ever I will maintain pressure to make sure Worcestershire gets its fair share of the
funds.
Tackling climate change was also highlighted as a key objective as we see this
Government enacting legislation on that will have an impact for decades to come;
for example: enshrining into law a commitment to be net neutral by 2050.
Following the Elec on, Westminster is full of energy and there are lots of new faces.
The Government didn't want to waste any time in getting on and delivering on its
promises and I'm encouraged that the focus of the Government is ensuring the
manifesto commitments on public services and infrastructure are felt throughout
the country including here in Worcestershire. We have seen the Government
commitment to fairer school funding with new legislation on ensuring there is an
even distribution on of funding to schools. We are already taking immediate ac on
to increase our National Living Wage so hard-working people in the UK get the pay
rise they deserve. And of course, the most important and high-profile bill, the

Withdrawal Agreement Bill, finally passed through the House of Commons with a
large majority and received Royal Assent more than a week before our official
departure date from the European Union on 31st January.
As a Government Whip, part of my role is to help my 109 new colleagues settle in
after the Election and help them understand parliamentary process and procedures.
When they arrive on the Monday after the election, they have no staff and no office,
yet they need to start corresponding with constituents and participating in
parliamentary debates, questions and votes immediately. It can be a bewildering
experience, but the new MPs on both sides of the chamber - are embracing their
new roles fully.
Here in Parliament, I not only regularly meet Ministers to discuss constituency issues
and deal with casework, but I also meet with lobbying groups, charities and bodies
who wish to advocate policy changes and highlight good work. For example, the
Football Association came to Parliament to talk about the work they, and the
Football Foundation, have done in our area. They have helped fund improvements
to no less than 44 pitches in the constituency. Good news for any football-loving
constituents! Another example is the well-a ended Great British Spring Clean event,
held by Keep Britain Tidy to raise the profile of community clean-ups where I plan on
using my litter-picker around the constituency very soon.
Back in Worcestershire, in recent weeks I have made some fascinating visits to local
businesses including a state-of-the-art tomato growing facility and the Hill and Moor
waste management facility. I visited the Droitwich Spa Foodbank, whose volunteers
work diligently and consistently for the community. I recently had a productive
meeting with the senior management team from the Worcestershire Acute
Hospitals NHS Trust along with other Worcestershire MPs to discuss performance
and improvement plans for our local hospitals.
It's been great to get back into the swing of things both in Westminster and in the
constituency where I look forward to visiting many more local businesses, charities,
schools and organisations in the coming weeks.

Nigel Huddleston MP, Member of Parliament for Mid Worcestershire
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
Email: nigel.huddleston.mp@parliament.uk Tel: 0207 219 5814

Disclaimer Notice
Please note that the views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those
of Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish Council or of any individual Parish Councillor.
The Parish Council does not have responsibility for the accuracy of articles or
adverts included within this newsletter.

Come and Join us at the Annual Parish Meeting
Wednesday 6th May
7.30pm, Norton Parish Hall, Littleworth
You may ask, 'what is an Annual Parish Meeting?
The Annual Parish Meeting is open to residents and provides an opportunity for
you to learn more about the area in which you live, to outline your wishes and
desires for the future and to ask any questions that you may have.
The law requires the Parish Council to hold an annual mee ng Between 1 March
and 1 June which is open to all residents (Local Government Act 1972), where
the Council presents a summary of its ac vi es over the last year and its plans for
the for the coming year. The mee ng also includes a report from the District and
County Councillor and items that the Parish Council considers to be of specific
interest to residents e.g. South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP)
Review, Parkway Sta on development/Active Travel Corridor, Parish
Neighbourhood Plan.
An agenda will be produced closer to the date and, if a topic requires a vote,
only electors registered in the Parish may vote.
The Council also invites other organisations to give a presentation on their past
ac vi es and future plans. Presentations have, in the past, included Norton Parish
Hall Trustees, NJK CE First School, Norton Worcestershire Regiment Group,
Norton Theatre Group, St. James the Great Church, Norton Methodist Church,
Royal British Legion Littleworth and District Branch, Worcester Norton Sports
Club and the Police.
We hope that you will make every effort to attend so that you can 'have your
say' and so that the audience is fully representative of the Parish. Light
refreshments will be available at the end of the mee ng.
We look forward to seeing you and hearing your views.

Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish Council

Need any help in French or German language?
Tuition, translation ... ?
Please contact Catherine
maynorton@hotmail.co.uk or 077 09 56 29 77
£10 /hour

We would welcome any new members and currently
hold our meetings approximately every 8 weeks at
Norton Parish Hall, Littleworth.
If you would like further details, please contact us on
the phone numbers below.

By the time you receive this magazine I am delighted to say that repairs to the tower
at St James should be completed and the new heating system installed!
The repairs mean that we will have taken a major towards preserving the fabric of
the building for future generations. The installation of new heating is a major step
in an ongoing process of modernisation and improvement, not only in terms of the
church building but also in terms of worship services too.
Recently a church of England judge warned that Church buildings will become
"supermarkets and dance studios" if they are not allowed to be modernised!
Rev Dr John Inge, the Bishop of Worcester says that churches no longer form the
heart of the secular community. "Traditionally, churches have been at the heart of
the communities in which they stand, in both a human and geographical sense.
"It is well known that in the medieval period much of what we would now term
secular activity would have taken place within churches and cathedrals.
"Over the years, particularly during Victorian periods, a piety crept in which tended
to exclude everything but public worship from them, all other activities being
transferred to other places, halls and community centres."
Whilst we at St James are mindful of the history of the church, we are
determined that its story is not just about the past, but the future too! Therefore,
in the coming months we will be launching new initiatives in and around St
James which we hope will take us into the future – watch out for details on
notice boards and on social media! https://www.facebook.com/nortonchurch/
We also be opening up the church facilities for wider use. The Beechill Room a
great facility attached to the church, is already available for meetings and parties
etc, but with new heating the church itself will add an extra dimension in available
space for events.

https://www.hallshire.com/halls/view/2039/the-beechill-room
Contact Christine on 01905 820187 or Chris on 0105 820727
Not all our activities will be based in the church building and we are delighted to
be taking events and activities out into the wider community. Messy Family

Fun will return to Norton on March 22nd in its new venue at Norton Juxta
Kempsey Primary School 4.00 pm. We will also be continuing to develop our

half termly Family Service in School and we hope that this will develop
into an event for the whole community.
We also have a new worship band with a number of talented young people
already engaged in helping us to support our worship with modern music.
If you can sing or play an instrument why not join them?
If you would like to know more about what is happening at St James or
perhaps get involved contact Mark Badger on 07828 233049.

A thriving sports and social club at the heart of Brockhill Village
– come and join us!
If you would like to get involved with club life or be a social member you
will be very welcome.
In 2019 we are looking for a part- me grounds-person to assist with the
upkeep of playing areas. This is to help our existing team and could be a
paid or voluntary position.
We also need volunteers to help with kids' cricket for a couple of
hours on summer Friday evenings.
All Club volunteers receive training and are vetted according to the
DBS scheme.
If you're interested, please contact Dormston or Tim on the numbers below.
Our clubhouse with licensed bar is open throughout the year on Friday evenings
and Sunday lunchtimes. From May to September we open on
selected evenings alongside cricket matches and every Saturday from 4pm. Please
wander over, enjoy a drink and ask about joining.
We are an ECB Clubmark accredited club playing in the Worcestershire League and
offer cricket for all ages and abilities.
We have a full contingent of ECB qualified coaches looking after youth teams from
U8 to U16.
Please contact us any me to ask about becoming a member or to hire our
clubhouse & grounds.
Junior cricket contact - Tim Rouse 07873 385028
Senior cricket contact - Dormston Cook 07595 531233
Facebook: @WorcesterCricketClub
Web:www.worcestercc.play-cricket.com
Twitter: @Worcester_CC

4pm

Be part of street party, bring your own party
food and why not dress for the occasion

Parking in Littleworth
Please can drivers park considerately and safely to ensure the safety of our
children, residents and those using the village.
Cars are being parked on yellow lines, at junctions, blocking drives and
pavements, and are potentially causing access problems for emergency
vehicles.
Please remember that the car park at the Parish Hall remains open for use
for school time parking, as does the car park at The Retreat.
We have received reports of parking issues across the Parish and hope that
the following helps to clarify how these can be reported (including vehicle
registration numbers where possible):
-

-

Parking on double/single yellow lines (within the time period
relating to the restriction where time limited). Contact Wychavon
DC Parking Team: 01386 565009 at the time or email details to:
parking@wychavon.gov.uk
Parking causing an obstruction (where not on yellow lines). Phone
the Police at the time using the 101 non-emergency phone number
(unless it is an emergency situation when phone 999)
If the parking appears related to school, also contact the school to
highlight the situation by phoning 01905 820420.

We appreciate that the majority of drivers park considerately and thank
you for this.

Spring is here and with it the promise of lots of produce in the making! Back
by popular demand, we are running both the best kept allotment awards
and Scarecrow competition which will be held on
30th JULY 2020
Poster as well as social media reminders will follow, but now is the me to plan
and win!
David Coote (St Peters garden centre) will be judging again and is keen for
more contenders!
We now have quite a few new allotment holders so welcome to you all. In
looking forward to supporting each other and our new growers, I'm looking to
set up an allotment committee. David Coote has offered to come along as a
guest speaker to one of our get togethers, to talk about anything regarding
allotments So come along for a chat coffee tea or a pint! to the village
hall coffee shop on
FRIDAY APRIL 17th at 7pm
We are keen to promote the allotment community and the response to date
has been very positive, so please make a note of the date.
We are looking at arranging for a notice board to be erected on the large
allotment site, the purpose of which would be to advertise dates of
meetings, competitions, and allotment idea sharing and allotment grower
notices.
If you are interested in becoming an allotment holder you can add you name
to the list by contacting either myself or Katy.
Happy growing all!
Cllr Dawn Kelly cllrdawnkellynjkpc@gmail.com
Katy Watkinson njkassistantclerk@gmail.com

The council's privacy notices, which explain how we use and look after
your information, and your rights, are available on our website (on the
Publicayions Page) using the following link:

Information Updates
Would you like to receive updates from Wychavon District Council on
subjects such as refuse collection dates and planning applications
within the Parish?
If so, please visit

www.wychavon.gov.uk
and click on the 'Sign up here' bu on on the home page
(shown below) to start to receive alerts.
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Would you like your photographs to be considered for the cover of this
Parish Newsletter? If so, please email them to peter.morgan@gmx.com.
We would like photographs to show something about the parish or of
local interest if possible. Photographs in this Newsletter were from
Louise Davies and Henry. Thanks to both.

