Councillor Responsibilities
Parish Council Chairman: Cllr. Fincher
Parish Council Vice-Chairman: Cllr. Richmond
Allotments: Lead Councillor: Cllr. Kelly
Bus Services: Lead Councillor: Cllr. Waizeneker
Envirosort Community Liason Group: Cllr. Lucas, Cllr. Pollard
Finance, Staﬃng and General Purpose:
All Parish Councillors
Responsible Finance Oﬃcer (Mrs. J. Greenway)
Flooding and Drainage matters: Cllr. Arrow, Cllr. Turvey
GDPR Matters: Cllr. Kelly, Clerk (Mrs. J. Greenway)
Land Ownership/Lease Matters: Lead Councillor: Cllr. Lucas
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group:
Cllr. Arrow, Cllr. Lucas, Cllr. Waizeneker, Cllr. Pollard, Cllr. Turvey
PACT (Police & Crime Together): Cllr. Kelly
Parish Hall Representative
Cllr Fincher: Parish Council Chairman & Chair of the Parish Hall Trustees
Parish Hall Project Working Group: Cllr. Dawson, Cllr. Pollard, Cllr. Waizeneker
Planning Matters:
Lead Councillor: Cllr. Richmond, Cllr. Fincher, Cllr. Pollard, Cllr. Turvey
Playing Fields/Recreation Areas:
Lead Councillor: Cllr. Dawson, Cllr. Richmond
Public Rights of Way:
Lead Councillor : Cllr. Turvey (Parish Paths Warden), Cllr. Dawson
Social Media and Website: Lead Councillor: Cllr. Pollard
South Worcestershire Development Plan/Infrastructure Matters:
Cllr. Fincher, Cllr. Turvey
Superfast Broadband Matters: Lead Councillor: Cllr. Waizeneker

Our Newsletter is Changing
This edition of the Parish Council Newsletter is the last one that will be
delivered in hard copy to all households within the Parish. From the Winter
edition (to be published in early/mid-December), our Newsletter is going to
be published online, making it permanently and readily available to residents
and other interested readers to view.
The new Newsletter will be slimmer, being without adverts, but will include
the regular articles and news, which we will be continuing to develop. If
there is anything that you would like to see (or not see) in future newsletters,
please let us know (contact details oveleaf).
Adverts will in future be published in a separate online only Business/
Services Directory, with adverts now being free of charge. If you would like
to advertise in this Directory, or amend/remove your existing advert, please
let us know (again, contact details overleaf).
If you wish to receive a hard copy of future Parish Council Newsletters, for
example if you don’t have access to the internet, or aren’t at ease using this,
please let us know by completing the page overleaf or by contacting the
Parish Clerk as detailed.
A small supply of hard copies of our future Newsletters will also be placed in
strategic locations around the Parish (e.g. Parish Hall, Garden Centre,
Norton Connector, etc.
These provisions are aimed at maintaining accessibility for those that prefer
the Newsletter in hard copy, while making it more accessible for those that
are more accustomed to using the internet.
Our online Newsletters will be available from our website:
https://nortonjuxtakempseyparishcouncil.org/ by selecting the ‘News’ tab.
Our publication schedule is Spring edition – early/mid-March, Summer
edition – early/mid-June, Autumn edition – early/mid-September and Winter
edition – early/mid-December. We will highlight when each edition has been
published online via our Parish Council Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/NJKParishcouncil and on our Parish Council
noticeboards.
We hope that these new arrangements will assist in our aim of continuing to
develop our Newsletter to serve our community for many more years to
come.

Hard Copy Registration
If you wish to continue to receive a hard copy of future
editions of the Parish Council Newsletter, please email the
following details to Mrs Jane Greenway, Parish Clerk
(NJKparishclerk@aol.com) or return this page by post to:
Mrs Jane Greenway,
Parish Clerk,
18 Corunna Close,
Norton, Worcester
WR5 2PW.
Name:

Address:

Please take a moment read the council’s privacy notices, which explain how
we use and look after your information, and your rights. They are available
on our website:
https://nortonjuxtakempseyparishcouncil.org/privacy-statement/

Parish Council (PC) - Chairman’s Report Autumn 2020
As for a lot of organisations during this pandemic, new ways of working
have had to be found, and the Parish Council (PC) is no exception. All our meetings
continue to be virtual and for the last couple of editions of the Parish Magazine we
have only produced an online version, encouraging those viewing it to assist those
that might rely on a hard copy. With the reinstatement of the ability to print and
deliver, the autumn edition will be a slimline version, split into a Parish Magazine
that will be delivered as normal, and a Business Directory containing all the
advertisements, which will be published online. Within the delivered, slimline Parish
Magazine, we will ask those that wish to continue to receive a hard copy to let us
know, the next edition will then be delivered hard copy to those that have requested
it, small numbers of hard copies placed in strategic locations (Parish Hall, Garden
Centre, Norton Connector, etc….), and published online. Hopefully, this will
maintain accessibility for those that prefer it hard copy, while making it more
accessible for those that are more accustomed to using the internet.
I previously referred to the ‘Norton Connector’; this may be an unfamiliar
term to many at present, but in the next few weeks I’m hoping that it will become a
talking point within the Parish and beyond. At the end of last year, you told us via a
survey that we needed to do something about the bus service. We had already
been in discussion with the bus companies for some time, but to no avail, so with
no hope on the horizon, we created our own bus service – The Norton Connector.
Funded by the PC from a successful Community Legacy Grant (CLG) bid to
Wychavon District Council (WDC), and run in conjunction with Worcester Wheels (a
registered charity), it will connect Worcestershire Parkway and Tesco St Peters
(where there are mainstream scheduled bus services to connect with if required) via
the Parish Hall and numerous other stopping places. The service will start on
September 14th and buses will run four times each way daily Monday-Friday, the
journey from St Peters to Parkway taking approximately 25 minutes each way. The
single adult fare for all journeys is £2, for holders of concessionary bus passes and
children, under 16 the fare is £1. At present we have enough funding for two years,
and with your support we are confident that we can continue to run it beyond that.
Not surprisingly, with the continued reduction of rural bus services across the
county, numerous other Parish Councils and Worcestershire County Council (WCC)
are keen to see if the model works, in the hope that it might provide a solution
elsewhere. Leaflets with timetable and further information will be coming through
your door soon, with details also to be found in a ‘Norton Connector’ article within
this newsletter.
The Hall Trustees have continued to meet virtually throughout the
pandemic, actively monitoring Government guidance and considering ways in which
the hall and Coﬀee Shop might open safely. Following their most recent meeting

they decided to open the toilets, Main Hall and Coﬀee Shop, from Friday 28 August,
Tuesday 1 September, and Monday 14 September respectively. Worcester
Sorcerers Baseball Team are now playing matches at their new home ground and
we have seen an increase in use of the football facilities. The playing fields are also
hosting outdoor dog obedience and fitness classes, both of which were previously
held indoors and provide further examples of people finding new ways of working.
We have had several approaches from parishioners regarding overhanging
branches, foliage denying the use of pavements and potentially dangerous dead
trees, hence I felt it might be useful to provide some background. The PC has
spent a huge amount of time over many years to try to bring the unadopted parts of
green space (e.g. Gazala Drive green space, still owned by Persimmon) under local
authority control (WDC or PC). Despite these eﬀorts, numerous patches remain
unadopted, and as a result do not get adequately maintained. We have written to
and met on site with representatives of the developer, the Chief Executive of WDC
and his staﬀ, and WCC oﬃcers, all to no avail. The PC has no powers to make
Persimmon or other developers, pass over the land for adoption, or to make WDC
or WCC adopt them – a ‘Catch 22’ situation. If the PC were to adopt the land, it
would need a ‘commuted sum’ of money to be paid across to it from the developer
to cover future maintenance costs relating to the land, since the PC doesn’t have
suﬃcient funds to cover the costs, unless it significantly increased the precept paid
by parishioners. However, not all overhanging branches and foliage denying the
use of pavements fall into this category. Landowners, County Highways and private
individuals all have a responsibility, but the PC has no enforcement powers to make
those responsible undertake the work, that power sits with WDC and WCC, both of
which seem reluctant to take that route. It’s a very frustrating situation, and despite
continually writing to WCC, WDC, County Highways, landowners and private
individuals, the latter having led to the Clerk receiving abuse on more than one
occasion, there is little we can do. If you see an overhanging branch, foliage
denying the use of pavements, or a potentially dangerous dead tree, please report it
via the WCC website website: http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/
report_it and select ‘Overgrown Shrubbery’. If you own an overhanging tree or bush
that is denying the proper use of the pavement or have a dead tree on your land,
please take responsibility and trim it back or remove it.
Continuing a ‘foliage maintenance’ theme, the Parish Council is also limited
in the maintenance it is allowed to perform on Public Rights of Way (PRoW), the
majority of it falling to WCC and landowners. Over lock down, the Parish
Councillors have walked every PRoW in the Parish and have submitted to WCC a
comprehensive report of items needing to be addressed. This ranges from PRoW
being denied by barbed wire, to numerous missing way markers, via broken bridges
and stiles. Having asked for a schedule of rectification work from WCC, we have
been informed that ‘with around 90 separate parishes to cover we don’t have the

capacity to draw up individual schedules of work for each one detailing issues
outstanding/resolved.’ We will continue to work with WCC to address the issues,
but if you encounter missing way-markers, indistinct footpaths, or footpaths
blocked where you believe they shouldn’t be, I would encourage you to please let
the Parish Clerk know and then, if you are able to, please report the problem to
WCC using the following link http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/
report_it and select ‘Public Rights of Way’. Together we can hopefully keep the
pressure on to get the issues resolved.
The more observant of you may have noticed small, hand sprayed cycle
signs appearing on the road in Church Lane. These indicate where additional
markings for the ‘Active Travel Corridor’ (ATC) are going to go, despite the ones
placed on the road at the beginning of the year having largely disintegrated, and the
ATC itself having been discredited by the lack of a safe cycling or pedestrian route
between the A4440 footbridge and Parkway Station. You will also have noticed a
huge increase in traﬃc along Church Lane and Woodbury Lane during the recent
closure of the A4440. Several near misses and inappropriate speeds and
overtaking were reported. With diversions in place, County Highways failed to
acknowledge that drivers will follow their sat navs, not the signed diversion routes,
and if they do not restrict the sat nav routes, the quickest and most convenient
route will continue to be used, e.g. Church Land and Woodbury Lane from Norton
Roundabout to M5 north via the B4084. The PC continues to press for appropriate
traﬃc calming to ensure an ATC fit for cyclists and pedestrians, and to reduce the
traﬃc from A4440 over-spill or closure.
As a PC there are things that we can aﬀect (e.g. Norton Connector), and
things that we can only influence (e.g. traﬃc calming, foliage maintenance), the
former proving very satisfying, the latter most frustrating. Satisfying or frustrating, it
is always done with the best interests of the parish at heart, and I would ask you all
to assist us by reporting matters to the appropriate authority (if in doubt, contact the
Clerk) in an attempt to maintain the pressure in addressing the frustrating. Stay
safe and stay in touch with your community.
Kevin Fincher
Chairman
Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish Council
(All of the information referred to in this update can be found on the Parish Council
website https://nortonjuxtakempseyparishcouncil.org/ and on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/NJKParishcouncil/ I would ask those of you familiar
with both to consider neighbours that might not be, and where appropriate,
highlight this information to them.)

Contacting Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish Council
If you would like to contact the Parish Council
concerning Parish matters, this can be done in the
following ways:
By contacting the Parish Clerk directly:
Mrs Jane Greenway, Clerk to the Parish Council
Email: njkparishclerk@aol.com
Tel: 01905 763515 / 07955 756528
Post: 18 Corunna Close, Norton, Worcs WR5 2PW
By visiting our new website: www.nortonjuxtakempseyparishcouncil.org
Via our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/NJKParishcouncil

Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish Council 2020 Meeting Dates
24th September, 22nd October and 26th November.
In view of the Covid-19 pandemic and Government instructions, these
meetings are likely to continue to be held remotely via video/telephone
conference call for the time being.
If you would like to take part in the public question time session, or observe
the Parish Council meeting, please contact the Parish Clerk for details of
how to achieve this.
Email: NJKparishclerk@aol.com
Tel: 01905 / 0795 5756528

Disclaimer Notice
Please note that the views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
those of Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish Council or of any individual Parish
Councillor.
The Parish Council does not have responsibility for the accuracy of articles
or adverts included within this newsletter.

Parish Hall Trustees (PHT) - Chairman’s Report Autumn 2020
The Trustees have continued to meet virtually throughout the
pandemic, actively monitoring Government guidance and considering
ways in which we might open safely. I’m therefore pleased to report
that at our most recent meeting it was decided to open the toilets,
Coﬀee Shop and Main Hall. The toilets will be open from Friday 28
August, the Main Hall (for regular users) from 1 September, and the
Coﬀee Shop from 14 September. In doing so, a lot of trust is being
placed in those using the facilities, that they abide by the rules that
we need to implement to allow them to open, but we are confident
that the local community and regular hall users will rise to the
occasion. We hope to see you back in the Coﬀee Shop soon!
Sadly, in line with other Panto production groups across the
country, Norton Theatre Group have taken the decision to postpone
their 2020/2021 production of Mulan. With social distancing
expected to be around for some time, the logistics needed to create a
production safely were considered too great, not only for the cast and
crew, but equally for the audience. Having previously had only one
year oﬀ in its thirty-plus year history, the decision was hard but
necessary. Hopefully, Mulan will be back, more raucous than ever, in
2021/22.
I previously wrote about the Trustees concern regarding the
budget prediction for FY20/21, but with the opening of the Coﬀee
Shop oﬀ-sales, revenue began to trickle in once more. The main
concern was the potential match funding that the Trustees had
agreed to pay with the Parish Council to enable the spending of the
£180,000 Wychavon District Council (WDC) Community Legacy Grant
(CLG), but that concern has now been mitigated. It should be noted
that the opening of the oﬀ-sales and now the full facility, has only
been possible through the dedicated volunteers who have felt
comfortable operating in the restrictive Covid-19 environment; where
would we be without them!
The Trustees are now actively involved with the Parish Council
scoping the various projects initiated by receipt of the £180,000 CLG.

There are four projects now underway: provision of a village
shop/post oﬃce, additional meeting/oﬃce spaces, electric car
charging points, and a new roof with solar panels for the main hall.
This is entirely separate to the £30,000 CLG grant for The Norton
Connector, but they are mutually supportive, in that the Coﬀee Shop
will provide the terminus for the Norton Connector and hopefully
encourage more people to pop in for a coﬀee, and when the shop and
post oﬃce is open, hopefully shop locally. The hope is that by Oct/
Nov we have a project plan and preferred contractors, with work
commencing late 2020 or early 2021. While it is sad that the panto
will not run this year, it does mean less disruption for them and less
complication in working around them, potentially a blessing in
disguise, allowing them to return to a newly re-vamped hall for their
21/22 production.
We have cancelled a lot over the last few months, but we are
now looking to try to put things into the diary rather than take them
out, and we are hoping that some sort of Christmas or New Year
event might have the most success of being realised. We are still in
credit with the fireworks company regarding the cancelled Halloween
and Fireworks event, and we’re intent on putting it to good use.
Our volunteers fall into two categories at present; those that
are content to work within a Covid-19 restricted environment and
those that for whatever reason are not able to or would prefer not to;
personal preference being paramount. We would like to hear from
you if feel you would like to volunteer, regardless of the category you
fall into, though at present we are particularly keen to hear from
anyone that would be willing to work in a Covid-19 restricted
environment.
There is no such thing as a stupid idea, so if there is anything
that you consider the Parish Hall Trustees should be addressing,
please let us know.
Kevin Fincher
Chairman
Parish Hall Trustees

Important
Please contact the organisers of any activities/events/
meetings detailed within this newsletter to check on current
plans due to Covid-19

The Norton Connector - Now Running 4 x Daily!
See our website for the timetable and full details:

https://nortonjuxtakempseyparishcouncil.org/norton-connector/

Coﬀee At WRFive
Norton Parish Hall, Li8leworth
Up to date informa.on on the coﬀee shop opening hours can
found at:
www.facebook.com/nortonparishhall
or www.facebook.com/CoﬀeeAtWRFiveNorton/

Parish Hall Project Working Group (PHPWG) Chairman’s Report Autumn 2020
Some of you have asked what was going on regarding the
£180,000 Community Legacy Grant (CLG) received for the Parish
Hall, and hopefully this will give you an idea of how things are
progressing.
The Parish Council (PC) has now set up a Working Group
comprised of Parish Councillors and Trustees to oversee the project,
and several meetings have already taken place, as a Working Group,
and also with representatives of WDC. The use of the money is
quite flexible in that we can proportion it how we wish, as long as
we deliver the four key elements upon which the grant was agreed;
new roof and solar panels, car charging points, a village shop, and
additional usable space within the hall.
New Roof and solar panels. The current roof is single skin (no
insulation) and possibly made of asbestos sheet. Our first move has
therefore been to arrange for the roof to be tested, to ascertain if it
is indeed asbestos, and if it is, what type, since this makes a big
diﬀerence in the way we then deal with it. One way might be to
replace it completely, another might be to sandwich it between a
new metal outer skin and internal insulation, but only once we have
determined whether it is asbestos and if so, what type, can we
pursue one route or other.
Car charging points. For rapid charging, three phase supply
is required, and this is prohibitively expensive (the hall is two phase).
The car charging points will therefore most likely be two phase, the
intention being that they are solar powered (from the roof panels),
there as a top-up for those using electric cars while the hall. A small
charge may be levied for use.
Village shop. Several possibilities have been considered and
several dismissed for various reasons. The enduring plan at present
is to use the existing, granted, planning permission to re-model the

main entrance and lobby, so that the shop will be an integral part of
the building, alongside the Coﬀee Shop, thereby attracting the
Coﬀee Shop clientele and enabling it to be run by those volunteers
running the Coﬀee Shop. It is still early days, but a plan is forming.
Additional usable space. Originally, this involved a mezzanine
in the main hall, but closer investigation identified realisable usable
space and structural issues, such that it was discounted. By then
reconsidering the existing available space, it was decided that the
storeroom, changing room and toy store/groundsman’s store could
deliver up to 50m2 of usable space if certain modifications were
made. Scoping work is ongoing, but the aim is to provide a new,
sub-dividable space of approximately 45-50m2, with its own kitchen
and toilet, accessible both externally and internally.
Regarding timeline, it is hoped that we can formulate stable
solutions for each deliverable by the beginning of November,
thereafter going to tender (as a public body we are legally required
to tender for any contract over £25k), with a view to commencing
work by early in the new year. It is hoped that work will have been
completed by 1 April 2021, since between April and September the
hall has seven wedding receptions booked!
The opportunity to do this does not come round very often
and we are keen to make the best of it for the community. I hope
you will be understanding while the hall is being worked on, but like
us, excited in the prospect of what can be delivered. The intention
is that similar updates will be written as things progress.
Kevin Fincher
Chairman
Parish Hall Project Working Group

Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish Council
Financial Report - Year to 30th June 2020 (3 months)
INCOME

Year to Date
Actual £

Annual
Budget £

Precept
Rental/Lettings - allotment, garage, sports/playing field, Pre-school
Grants and Lengthsman Reimbursement from Worcs CC
Neighbourhood Plan Funding Grant
Tax Rebates (VAT)
New Homes Bonus funds - Parish Hall developments
Community Legacy Grant - Parish Hall developments
Community Legacy Grant - Norton connector mini-bus
Transfers from Reserves to assist in funding expenditure (items * below )
Other Income

30,397
1,429
634
1,992
0
0
0
0
0
386

60,793
5,059
3,827
950
0
50,000
100,000
30,000
24,483
20

TOTAL INCOME

34,838

275,132

31
0
0
0
0
0
31

0
3,000
5,000
2,000
165,000
32,000
207,000

3,822

24,706

250
0
2,075
0

3,850
2,900
3,575
4,340

4,355
195
0
1,010
0
0
7,885

21,262
2,100
3,500
1,300
100
500
43,427

11,739

275,132

EXPENDITURE (NET OF VAT)
Capital Items
Provision for Community Assets
Replacement/new parish furniture *
3 year development plan for Parish Council owned lands *
Expenditure associated with developments within the Parish *
Community Legacy Grant Project - Parish Hall developments *
Community Legacy Grant Project - Norton Connector mini-bus
TOTAL
Parish Maintenance *
TOTAL
Administration
Donations & Grants/Events Support
Newsletter, communication printing costs, website/social media costs
Audit and professional fees/legal fees, land registration/tenancy matters *
Neighbourhood Plan *
Parish Officers Honoraria plus PAYE, NI and pension contributions (all
employees)
General Administration
Insurance - Capital and Public Liability
Subscriptions
Chairman's Allowance
Other: training for Councillors & Clerk, Councillor expenses, vandalism costs
TOTAL
TOTAL EXPENSES
VAT paid on expenses - recoverable
NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)

949
23,099

0

Privacy Statement
The council's privacy notices, which explain how we use and look
after your information, and your rights, are available on our website
using the following link:
https://nortonjuxtakempseyparishcouncil.org/privacy-statement/

Wychavon Information Updates
Would you like to receive updates from Wychavon District Council on
subjects such as refuse collection dates and planning applications
within the Parish?
If so, please visit www.wychavon.gov.uk and click on the 'Sign up
here' button on on the home page (shown below) to start receiving
alerts.

Rob Adams
County & District Councillor
As many of you know I Chair the Armed Forces Covenant Partnership for Worcestershire.
Worcestershire has a large Armed Forces veteran community living in the county. There are a
range of dedicated services available locally and nationally for veterans to access, particularly
in times of need.
If you have served one day or more in HM Armed Forces: Royal Navy, Army or Royal Air
Force (including National Service), local support is on hand.
Worcestershire Armed Forces Covenant Partnership is committed to ensuring fair access to a
wide range of services, through independence and dignity, fairness and respect, to those who
have served their country.
To find out more about the Armed Forces Covenant visit: www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk
or alternatively www.worcestershire.gov.uk/partnership/armedforces
Email: wafcc@worcestershire.gov.uk
Last Monday I was invited to visit Stepway at their Pitchcroft Community Project, a project
officially in partnership with Worcester Transition. A community of veterans are already
benefitting from taking part in garden and beekeeping projects to improve their well-being,
learn new skills in an outdoors environment. The site has enabled Stepway to meet and
continue to support veterans safely during covid-19. This new partnership now offers
Stepway an additional base at ‘the old stables’ located on the site. They are now in a position
to offer these resources to other organisations so do contact Dawn if you would like to find out
more – and of course, refer any clients who would benefit from this environment, Email
info@stepway.org.
Stepway, Worcester supports veterans who struggle with adapting to civilian life by providing a
7-step civilian skills programme every Thursday at the Trinity, Worcester. For more
information contact: www.stepway.org Email dawn@stepway.org or Tel 075397 54457
Stepway’s Free 40 hour civilian skills course is now taking place in Worcester, Kidderminster,
Redditch and Malvern and is ideal for veterans or service leavers who are unemployed,
suffering from mental health/disability or struggling to adapt to civilian life. This 7-step course
offers a range of practical and supportive interventions that empowers individuals to get back
on track. With funding support from the European Social Funding Community Grants this
course includes free travel expenses, refreshments and course equipment. For more
information contact info@stepway.org
Thought this was something different to write about – hope you don’t mind.
Any County or District matters please get in touch.
Continue to keep safe.
Rob Adams
rob.adams@wychavon.net
Tel: 01905 345223

Reporting of Highways/Footway/Footpath Issues
If you notice a problem relating to highways/footways/footpaths, please
report this directly to Worcestershire County Council Highways using online
reporting or by phone.
Online report: http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it
Tel: 01905 765765
Examples of reportable items include:
Overgrown vegetation/hedges overhanging the carriageway, footway/
footpaths
Overhanging, damaged or fallen trees
Potholes (carriageway, footways and footpaths)
Damaged/loose kerbs and slabs
Blocked/damaged highway gullies, culverts and grips, loose/missing gully
covers
Non functioning/damaged street lights, traﬃc signals, zebra crossing
beacons
Damaged/missing road signs, highway railings, bollards and marker posts
Faded/missing road markings
Highway flooding
Gritting and snow clearance (including grit bin enquiries/grit bin filling)
Thank you for you assistance

Report from Nigel Huddleston M.P.
The past months have been challenging, uncertain, and at times frightening. The
outbreak of Coronavirus has understandably dominated our headlines, our lives and
certainly my work as an MP. We’ve been through lockdown and become accustomed
to social distancing measures - and now we’re having to train ourselves to remember
our mask along with our keys and wallet when we pop out to the shops. In this
difficult time, I continue to be astounded by the strength of our community and the
dedication and hard work of our volunteers and health care staff.
Earlier in the year, my role changed from Assistant Government Whip to a junior
ministerial role at the Department of Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) as the
Minister for Sport, Tourism and Heritage. This new position means that I’m now
overseeing and developing policies in sectors that I have worked in before entering
Parliament and areas that have been a particular focus of mine in Parliament. As
you can imagine, it’s been a whirlwind few months and I have responsibility for
several parts of the economy that are particularly exposed to the effects of
Coronavirus including tourism and sport. Throughout, I have been discussing in
detail what the Government can do to support the public and businesses in this time
of urgent need. I have been in close contact with travel businesses, sports bodies,
heritage societies across the country as well as in my own constituency; and I and
my hard working parliamentary office team have dealt with hundreds of enquiries
from individuals, charities, farmers and business owners in Worcestershire.
Now we are in the midst of summer, and I’m sure most of you have been enjoying
the great weather we’ve had this year. Of course, in normal circumstances, we would
have had our renowned festival season, celebrating our local heritage, food and
drink. I was impressed, however, to see some virtual festivals and events take place
including the asparagus auction at the Fleece and the ‘silent’ auction held by the
Evesham Rotary Club to raise money for the Freedom Day Centre.
Since July, we’ve seen a loosening of restrictions as the numbers of cases came
down. Many of our local historic sites and visitor attractions have also opened up
again and I have enjoyed visiting National Trust, English Heritage, Historic Houses
and tourism attractions in Worcestershire and across the UK in my Ministerial
capacity. Although at the end of May I had a rather different English Tourism Week
than I had anticipated, I did take the opportunity to highlight some of the popular
tourist spots in the such as Broadway Tower and Hartlebury Castle.
As Minister of Sport, the loosening of restrictions on sports has been of particular
significance and I was recently fortunate enough to participate in two local events of
national importance. First, I attended the celebration of two years to go to the 2022
Commonwealth Games in the centre of Birmingham. The games will bring huge
benefits to the whole West Midlands region and I have visited the site a few times
since I’ve been Sports Minister to meet the workers and see how progress is coming
along, as well as attending the ‘Mascot Maker’ competition held by local Hartlebury
business, DRPG. Secondly, I attended a pilot of fans in stadia at Edgbaston Cricket

ground – where Warwickshire were playing Worcestershire. These test events are
pivotal to determining how we can open up live sporting events over the coming
months, although taking every precaution that we can do it safely.
Back in the House of Commons, after our Easter Recess, we continued to have
debate and questions - though still with restrictions and votes taking a little longer
than usual in socially distanced queues through the lobby. Before the summer
break, I led a debate in the chamber on the government support package for industry
and businesses during Coronavirus and I answered on behalf of the Government in
an adjournment debate on support for historic churches. I also led the
Commonwealth Games Bill through the final stages in the House of Commons,
where on 25th June the Queen gave her ascent – officially making it an Act. It’s been
very strange to start getting used to standing at the despatch box taking DCMS
questions – more so when these questions were asked virtually by MPs via Zoom!
Recently I attended a ‘2 years to go’ event in Birmingham highlighting the fact that
Birmingham Commonwealth Games are now just 2 years away.
As restrictions have been loosened, I am already seeing more people out and about
across the constituency spending money, but I know we need to do even more to
help businesses particularly hit hard by Coronavirus and to boost consumer demand
further. I know that the cuts in VAT from 20% to 5% will be a huge help to hospitality
and tourism businesses across the country. The ‘Eat out to Help Out’ scheme is also
an innovative policy that helped local hospitality businesses and also helped local
families become comfortable with going out again in a safe environment. As we
reopen our economy, it’s so important to support, protect and create jobs and I’ve
been encouraged throughout this crisis that the policies set out by the Chancellor
have been a much-needed lifeline for many people and businesses in
Worcestershire.
Of course, the policies and guidance would have been futile without the hard-work
and support from local residents. I’m so grateful and proud of our community and
how they have worked together to deal with this unprecedented challenge. In March,
we saw hundreds of thousands of people sign up to volunteer in the NHS. The
Country and District Council have re-geared their operations to be laser focused on
delivering services to those most in need; and local charities and parish and town
councils redeployed their resources to provide grass roots support to their local
communities. It has been a privilege to hear so many heart-warming stories of the
extremely generous and thoughtful acts happening in my constituency and I want to
thank everyone for the help they are providing others. In these most challenging
times, we are seeing the best of humanity.
Nigel Huddleston MP, Member of Parliament for Mid Worcestershire
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Email: nigel.huddleston.mp@parliament.uk Tel: 0207 219 5814

The Norton Connector Community Minibus Service
By the time you read this and all being well (I am writing this in the second
half of August) we will be close to the start of the Norton Connector
community minibus service on September 14th.
All households in the Parish will be getting a printed “flyer” delivered over
the last weekend of August which explains all the details as well as the
timetable and how to join and use the service. You can also look on the
Parish website (www.nortonjuxtakempseyparishcouncil.org) where the
Norton Connector has its own page and we are putting out regular
Facebook updates (www.facebook.com/NJKParishcouncil).
The Norton Connector is a partnership between the Parish Council and
Worcester Wheels who will operate the service. Funding for the pilot has
been generously provided by Wychavon District Council via its Community
Legacy Grant Scheme, and we have been closely supported throughout by
Worcestershire County Council. It is exciting to know that we are being seen
as a pathfinder for community transport services in Wychavon and you will
have no doubt seen there is a lot of enthusiasm and support for community
transport from all levels of government
You will see below that users of the Norton Connector are required to
become members of Worcester Wheels. There is normally a £10 lifetime
membership fee, but as we start the new service, I am happy to be able
to tell you that for the first 25 joiners, Norton-juxta-Kempsey Parish
Council will cover the membership cost. Members can make use of other
services oﬀered by Worcester Wheels, for example to get to the City or
Hospital at a rate considerably cheaper than a taxi cost.
To help us develop the service we are putting together a small group of
residents and users who can provide feedback and ideas to improve and
develop the service we oﬀer. If you would be willing to join the group, please
give your details to Jane Greenway our Parish Clerk (email:
njkparishclerk@aol.com or phone: 01905 763515 / 07955 756528).
We will have held a small Covid-compliant gathering in the week before the
service starts to thank the various organisations who have supported us to
make the Norton Connector possible. We intend to publish photos of this
event on the website and in the local press.

I can now confirm the details of the service as follows:
•

•

•
•

The Norton Connector will run weekdays each way between St
Peters Tesco and Parkway station via St Peters Garden Centre,
Brockhill, Norton and Littleworth. Initially it will run four times a day
between the approximate hours of 8:30am and 4:30pm.
This will be a dial-up service, you will need to make a telephone
booking in advance for each trip by phoning Worcester Wheels on
01905 450654. Users will also need to become members of
Worcester Wheels. The service will operate under section 19 of the
Transport Act 1985 which makes advance booking and membership
obligatory.
The fare for a single trip will be £2. Residents with concessionary
passes will pay £1 as will children under 16.
Obviously, people will be concerned about using public
transport in the Covid-19 world. To reassure everyone,
Worcester Wheels will be complying with Government rules
relating to travel on public transport which currently include
asking all passengers, except young children and people with
breathing diﬃculties, to wear face masks.

You might wonder if now is the best time to start a new transport service,
but we believe very strongly that this is another indicator of a community
getting back to normality and moving forward from the diﬃcult times of the
last few months.
The funding we have obtained will enable us to run this pilot for up to a year.
Beyond that depends on the level of usage, if there are not suﬃcient
passengers then we will not be able to carry on. Likewise, the level of
demand will determine whether we can in future extend the service. It really
will be a case of “USE IT OR LOSE IT”
John Waizeneker
Parish Councillor

We rejoice that we are able to begin to meet and worship together in our
church buildings again.
The months of ‘lock-down’ have been an extraordinary time - the first
period without public worship and the sacraments in England in more than
800 years. There will be real joy as we begin to come together again – if
even at a physical distance – but we know that many will be
understandably cautious about meeting together in church.
We will not be returning to ‘normality’ immediately and we will be taking
things slowly and cautiously as per the advice of Bishop John "No-one
should feel under pressure to reopen their building for any purpose until
they and their PCC feel confident to do so. We anticipate a very gradual
reopening since it is crucial to ensure that anyone entering a church
building will be safe. With this in mind, any opening of church buildings,
should only happen once a full risk assessment has been completed. This
should set out, in each situation, what is possible and when. Clearly,
numbers allowed into the church will need be based on the size of the
building and the ability for it to be thoroughly cleaned."
The churches within Severnside Parishes have been working in line with
this advice working what we can safely and realistically offer in terms of
corporate worship. Over the past few months or so we have conducted a
number of funerals and a wedding in our local churches and the next step
on the journey is to re-establish a weekly act of worship which initially will
take place each Sunday at 10.30 am in St Mary’s Kempsey.
We hope to resume services at St James in September (watch notice
boards and social media for details). When we do so restrictions will
remain in place and we must all still do everything we can to limit the
spread of the virus to protect each other, especially the most vulnerable. In
order to maintain social distancing, the maximum number allowed at any
service will be 30.

The online services we have become used to, and which have been so
successful will continue and can be accessed via our Severnside Parishes
You Tube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9Ol31B-fyZ4aahnsue_qeA
or via our website www.severnsideparishes.co.uk
We will also be continuing our community support work with the
establishment of a permanent Community Support Project in Kempsey
Village Hall. The aim of this project is to bring our community together by
providing compassionate, practical help and advice. Any of us can
experience times of financial, physical or emotional difficulty in our lives.
The ‘fridge’ is there to help anyone experiencing difficulties without
question or exception.
Our aim is to continue to foster community spirit whilst addressing issues
around social isolation. We hope that we will provide the opportunity to
access healthy food, try something new, and help families to save money.
We hope that this facility will also provide an opportunity to meet new
people, try new foods as well as offering signposting to other services
and activities such as cooking workshops, allotments, clothes swaps… you
name it! If you would like to get involved contact Rachel on 07944
021049.
As we move into a new era of ‘being Church’ in our community we hold
before us the prayer written by Barbara Glasson, President of the
Methodist Conference, a prayer for the Christian community in the light of
Covid19. It is a prayer which I believe has much to say to us about our
calling as Christians and the way the Church should live out that calling
within our community.
We are not people of fear: we are people of courage.
We are not people who protect our own safety:
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.
We are not people of greed:
we are people of generosity.
We are your people God,
giving and loving,
wherever we are,
whatever it costs
For as long as it takes
wherever you call us

County Mobile Library Timetable
Enquiries about this service should be made as follows:
Tel: 01905 822722
Email: mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk
Website: hNp://www.worcestershire.gov.uk and search
‘mobile libraries’

Thankfully for our members and supporters, cricket finally began in late July. The
Worcestershire League organised a cup competition and we have been fielding four
senior teams every Saturday, home and away. Strict measures have been in place
for everyone’s safety and it has been great to see cricket played again. The
competition will continue until mid-September so please wander over any Saturday
afternoon, if you fancy an afternoon of live sport. The bar is open.
It has also been a blessing to see so many of our young cricketers back at the club,
enjoying the chance to get out and exercise, playing the sport they love, after so
many weeks in lockdown. Sadly, many of our youth cricket fixtures have been
cancelled, but we have done our best to involve our younger members in senior
games. 2020 also saw us set-up friendly cricket for our development teams in midweek and Sunday fixtures. This has been especially important this year when we will
only get to play half a season.
If you want to find out when the next game is on, or to see our latest results, please
click on our website at www.worcestercc.play-cricket.com
As we approach autumn and the end of the season, we would normally be planning
social events and our ever-popular fireworks night. We hope to do the same this year
but will be sure to follow the government advice on large gatherings. Please keep an
eye on our social media for updates.
As well as new cricketers, we also welcome new volunteers and sponsors. There are
many opportunities to help in fundraising, coaching, social media, communications
and groundwork etc. Being part of a voluntary organisation with a vibrant social side
can be a rewarding and energising experience, if you are interested in being involved
in club life please get in touch. All Club volunteers receive training and are vetted
according to the DBS scheme. Please contact our chairman – his details are below.
Finally just to wish you all good health and continued wellbeing in these challenging
times and we look forward to seeing you soon.
Dormston Cook, Chairman
07595 531233 - dormston@worcesterwheels.org.uk
Facebook: @WorcesterCricketClub
Web: www.worcestercc.play-cricket.com
Twitter: @Worcester_CC

Keeping the community connections strong
“I would like to express my thanks to all those community and
voluntary groups across Worcestershire who really answered the call
during the past months. They have stepped up and worked tirelessly in
these challenging times to make sure those that are vulnerable in their
communities, have access to the local support networks they need. At
a time when so many of us face uncertainty and additional worries, it
has been great to see communities coming together day in day out to
keep everyone connected and support those most at risk. As part of
my commitment to protecting those that are vulnerable I donated over
£47,000 to groups, across West Mercia, who are supporting at risk
members of the community during the pandemic and I want to make
sure communities don’t lose sight of these vital support networks. It’s
important we continue to look out for neighbours, and signs that they
might need extra help.”
Police and Crime Commissioner John Campion

We would welcome any new members and currently
hold our meetings approximately every 8 weeks at
Norton Parish Hall, Littleworth.
If you would like further details, please contact us on
the phone numbers below.

Parking in Littleworth
Please can drivers park considerately and safely to ensure the safety
of our children, residents and those using the village.
Cars are being parked on yellow lines, at junctions, blocking drives
and pavements, and are potentially causing access problems for
emergency vehicles.
Please remember that the car park at the Parish Hall remains open for
use for school time parking, as does the car park at The Retreat.
We have received reports of parking issues across the Parish and
hope that the following helps to clarify how these can be reported
(including vehicle registration numbers where possible):
-

-

-

Parking on double/single yellow lines (within the time period
relating to the restriction where time limited). Contact
Wychavon DC Parking Team: 01386 565009 at the time or
email details to: parking@wychavon.gov.uk
Parking causing an obstruction (where not on yellow lines).
Phone the Police at the time using the 101 non-emergency
phone number
(unless it is an emergency situation when phone 999)
If the parking appears related to school, also contact the
school to highlight the situation by phoning 01905 820420.

We appreciate that the majority of drivers park considerately and
thank you for this.

Help with Overgrown Hedges
We are receiving many reports of hedges and
trees that are encroaching on to pavements,
public rights of way and roads, creating
access and safety issues.
If your garden, or land that you own, is next to
a pavement, public right of way or a road,
please can you check that hedges and trees
are not encroaching.
To ensure that pedestrians, cyclists and
vehicles can pass safely, please can you carry
out any maintenance work that may be
required.
Thank you for your assistance.

Allotments

If you are interested in becoming an allotment holder
you can add you name to the list by contacting either:
Cllr Dawn Kelly cllrdawnkellynjkpc@gmail.com
or Katy Watkinson njkassistantclerk@gmail.com

